
A
t the Museum Station in Warsaw, we have 

been collecting oral histories since we began 

recording the memories of eyewitnesses to 

history on a larger scale in audio and video 

formats. We also reproduce family memorabilia belon-

ging to our interviewees, particularly items connected 

with the railway. These records are strictly documentary 

in nature and are treated as source material—a starting 

point for further research and public outreach activities. 

Another form of preserving memories is the literary series 

Railway Stories, launched in 2019. Its third instalment is 

Borderlands: Railway Stories of Fate by Bożena and Mi-

chał Rzepiak.

The idea for the documentary film The Story of a Cer-

tain Banner—the first production of its kind by the Mu-

seum Station in Warsaw—first appeared in 2024, when 

we travelled to Gdańsk as part of the promotion of the 

museum’s publications. It was there that we learned abo-

ut the banner of the Polish Union of Railway Workers, 

Stanisławów District, and about an extraordinary woman 

from Werenów (now Belarus), Janina Krajewska, who 

played a key role in saving this railway artefact. 

The film tells the turbulent story of a banner that 

served the railway community from 1928 until the for-

ced resettlement from the Polish Borderlands. The docu-

mentary is our tribute to those who risked everything to 

preserve the banner in difficult times, hiding it from occu-

pying forces, removing it from Stanisławów, safeguarding 

it, and finally finding a new home for it. It is also a story 
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about our own work as museum experts and ‘history de-

tectives’—the people who ensure that this story is not 

forgotten.

The documentary, directed by Robert Łoziński, was 

produced with the support of the advertising agency 

Brown Sugar. Editing, colour grading, and sound design 

were handled by Paula Sokołowska. On behalf of the 

Museum Station in Warsaw, the production was over-

seen by Dominika Leszczyńska, who is also the origina-

tor of the project and a co-author of the script.

The film features appearances by: Father Cezary An-

nusewicz, in charge of the Church of Saints Peter and 

Paul in Gdańsk; Michał Fludziński, specialist in the Re-

search and Public Outreach Department of the Museum 

Station in Warsaw; Jadwiga Koszutska, retired curator of 

the State Ethnographic Museum in Warsaw; Janina Kra-

jewska, member of the railway workers’ ‘Solidarity’ move-

ment (Gdańsk); Dr Tomasz Krzyżowski of the Armenian 

Cultural Society; Dominika Leszczyńska, curator in the 

Exhibitions and Temporary Displays Department of the 

Museum Station in Warsaw; Maria Ohanowicz-Tarasiuk, 

president of the Foundation for the Culture and Heritage 

of Polish Armenians; and Adam Ostanek, professor at the 

Military University of Technology.

The first public screening of the film took place on 

2 December 2025 at the Praha Cinema in Warsaw. The 

event was hosted by Jakub Domoradzki, a journalist 

from Polish Radio’s Programme One. The screening was 

followed by a discussion with the project’s creators.

 Today, we place The Story of a Certain Banner in 

the hands of readers of the book Borderlands: Railway 

Stories of Fate. Although different in form, the two sto-

ries are united by the shared fate of people and national 

symbols displaced from the Eastern Borderlands after 

the Second World War. 

To view the film, scan the QR code printed on the 

back cover of the book. The film is also available on the 

website of the Museum Station in Warsaw at www.sta-

cjamuzeum.pl. Take the time to watch the film and feel 

free to share your thoughts by emailing us at historia@

stacjamuzeum.pl.
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